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Tis obſervable that of all the 
diſeaſes which afflict the human 
body, there is perhaps none in 
which powerful remedies have been 
applied with more diligence and 


leſs ſucceſs, than in the Puerperal 


Fever. Dr. Denman obſerves that 
this diſeaſe occaſions the death of 
moſt of the women who die in 
child-bed ; and it is ſaid in this 
report, that every 
attacl ded with it in the Hotel- Dieu 
of Paris, died, till the method ot 
cure here recommended Was a- 
dopted. Every attempt, therefore, 
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to elende and bender certain he 


| cure of a diſeaſe ſo rapid and fatal, If 
cannot but merit the public atten- : 


tion and x6gard, * 


? The fel; of Dr. 
method of cure, was ſo brilliant, 


and ſo uniformly the ſame in the 
Hotel-Dieu of Paris, that it engaged 
the attention of the French Go- 
and the facts recorded 
in the Report are ſo well authenti- 


vernment ; 


cated by the phyficians who ſigned 
it, whoſe learning and probity do 
honour to the profeſſion, that I 
thought the whole highly. worth a 
tranſlation ; an ls | doubt not t but 
the candid part © 


the public, Wal "TRA with me on 
* fubject. | . 


Doulcet's 5 


I have 


| rejles at evety' thing which can | 
promote the health and ſafety of 


+ FR en 3 that. PR 
ang method of cure has been a- 
dopted ſince in different Parts of 


France, and that it has been at- 
| tended with the ſame ſucceſs as in 
the Hotel-Dieu. Theſe: accounts, 


it muſt be confeſſed, are highly 


flattering, and ſuch as give the 
method of cure here Propoled,. 2 
claim to ſerious. attention and im- 
partial trial; but we cannot conſider 
the efficacy of it as fully aſcertaiged, 
ill a much greater number of trials 


of it have been made in different 


| n a y 3 phyſicians. 


It is rr to W 


as reader, that the ſuperior effi- 


cacy of the method of cure here 


| its carly application, namely, in 
L 128 very moment when the 3 | 
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practice. 


That POR cure of i diſeaſe mould 


depend on the timely application 


of a remedy, is no new idea in 
In acute difeafes, the | 
practitioner's ſucceſs depends in a 
great meaſure on the accuracy of 
his judgment in this reſpect: but 
few diſeaſes occur, in which the 
loſs of the firſt moments of attack 
are of ſuch hazardous conſequence, | 
as in the Fuerperal Fever. In 
e . it is highly 


W 


Keimtences; ; that the 10 of; A Row | 
hours only, renders the ſucceſs _ 
ſomewhat precarious. It is neceſ- 
fary, therefore, that this circum- 
ſtance be conſtantly held in view 
in every trial of this remedy, and 
that the time of its firſt application 
be exactly marked in every hiſtory | 
of ſucceſsful or e caſes. 


: [ vii ui | 


} 


| adviſable to adopt the method 
practiſed in the HorEI-DiEU of 
Paris; at leaſt the nurſes, who are 
always preſent, ſhould be inſtructed 


to give the remedy here recom- 
mended. For the ſafety of private 


families likewiſe, both in town and 
country, it is to be viſhed, that 
every midwife and nurſe could be 
acquainted with this ſimple and 
ſucceſsful method of cure; thus 

far at leaſt it would be uſeful, that 
| by exhibiting the proper doſe of 
Ipecacuanha on the firſt appearance 
of the diſeaſe (which. is here ſuf- 
ficiently characteriſed to be known) 


time would be allowed to call in 


| more proper aſliſtance. 


9 It may indeed be objected, that 
nurſes, are improper judges of the 


ſymptoms which characteriſe a diſ- 
i „ caſe, 
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8 watt. ho will therefoms be als 

to determine the proper time to 
adminiſter a remedy, the ſucceſs 
of which depends fo much on this 
circumſtance. This objection is 


true, taken in a general ſenſe, but 


in theſe cafes the characteriſtic 
ſymptoms are few, and thoſe well 
marked; and the accoucheur may 


moſt caſes give ſuch directions, 
either to the nurſe or ſome other 


attendant, as will give him a fre- 


quent opportunity of making trial 


of the method of cure here re- 
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Seeing the Method of treating the 
CnII p- BBD or PUERPE RAL FEVER, em- 
ployed by M. Dovicet, Doctor- Re- 

gent of the Faculty of Medicine at 


Paris, and one of the Phyſicians of the 


1 Hotel- Dieu. 


"Read: at a Meeting of the Royal Medical Society, 


held at the Louvre, the 6th of Sept. 1782. 
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PT HE memoir upon which the Royal 
Medical Society has been conſulted 


by government, and of which we are now 
ordered to give an account, contains the 


deſcription and treatment of a diſeaſe 


which has attacked hying in women in the 
B 1 Hotel- 


che year 1774. I 


found a method of curing this diſeaſe, ex- 
tremely ſimple, and which has never. yer 


* 
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failed of ſucceſs Ber it has been employed; 


. although before this method was made uſe 


of, the diſeaſe had always been fatal to 
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nth woman Owe" Hai been attacked with 


* 


4 


Ss fm 
5 
. 
— 
— 
— 
* 
* 


” f 
TC P * 2 — „ "+ 82 1 ” — 
** 5 4 J h 4 14 
£644 4 3 2 2 n 4 424 


This diſeaſe comes on ſuddenly, with- 
\ ſymptom to announce 


roach *; and this often happens 


after a pregnancy the moſt exempt from 


AAS act * * 


accidents, and after the moſt happy de- 
| Neth. It commonly 3 ppears the th ird 


2 * 


>= day after the woman is brought to bed; 
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lin mn) women the attack was Reade without any 
t cauſe or preceding indiſpofition oft ne B 
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"or dune Wolkr, labs late "0 

| neement" the belly is Hefied they — 
conſiderable and becomes ex. 
| tremely painful, without any diminütion 
. che Weis which 1 continue to > flow «. | 


diſtenflon, 
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Pr. 3 5 5 they diſeaſe Den cams | 
on ſoon after delivery, and at other times, though rarely, 
it has been known, to appear as late as the fifth or 


fixth day *. But Dr. Denman thinks that - this Fever 
comes on ſometimes at à much later period nt, is 


ee ſuſpefted To; r > " FEE 1 2 12 2” 


ww 


» The "Ib of the 25 is eel 99 at an 


diminiſhed, at other times it is 'very much leſſened : what 


flow are ſometimes very fœtid, and in 5 caſes this 
diſcharge | is totally ſuppreſſed +. 


Dr. Leake's account of the ſtate of the 


were not obſlructed nor deficient in quantity, neither 


did the quality of this NE ne; to bei in che lea 
altered from its natural ſtate 5. 
But Dr. Denman tells us that an inſtantaneous change | 

or . eee of the lochia takes place, though he thinks 

that a ſupprefſion ſeldom happens . 


* 


Lale on the Child-bed Fever, p. 1 


I Dotiman on' Puerp, Fever, p. J. 


+ White on the management geen women, p. 18. 
& Leake on the Child-bed Fever, p. 53. 


bs Denman, Loc, Citat. p. 9. 
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4 ockia is ſome- 
what different. The /ochia, ſays he, from firſt to laſt, 
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with it; but they are oſten, though not 
always, accompanied with many other 
ſymptoms, ſuch as rigor and ſhivering 
more or leſs violent, which is perceived 
on the firſt attack; with vomiting of a 
een matter, or * e with | 


If we confider the great irritation lich man neceſ. 
ſarily take place in the habit, and the great agitation 
of mind which the patient labours under, when attacked 
with this diſeaſe, we cannot ſuppoſe that any one 
evacuation ls in all caſes be — the ſame. 


4 Dr. Lacks obſerves hs the loſs of fringed.» was ſo 
great, that few of the patients were able to turn in bed, 
even as early as the firſt or ſecond day after the attack *. 


1 e 25 Citat, p. 45. 


yellow, 


Bu The . i __ to Tell 6 va ? 

milk, become flaccid, and the natural 
courſe of this nutritious fluid is in general 
ſuſpended, The patient is affected with 
Fever, which however is not very high; 
the pulle i is ſmall, contracted and quick; 
and the ſtrength ſinks*. Theſe firſt ſigns, 
which eſſentially characteriſe the diſeaſe, 
are common to all the women attacked 


* 


in which the ſtools are milky and extremely 


is diſcoloured; the tongue is commonly 
; moiſt, but covered with a thick white fur, 
„which is ſometimes yellow or greeniſh 


towards the root. 


t All theſe ſymptoms come on the firſt day 
r | of the diſeaſe ; they increaſe with ra- 
x | pidity, and in a ſhort time the pains of the 

J 


belly become inſupportable. This violent 
i ſtate is ſucceeded towards the end of the 


| | ſecond day, by a fallacious calm, which 


is followed by .a cold viſcid ſweat, with 
ſtools and evacuations intolerably fœtid. 
| || withatremulous weak pulſe, delirium, and, 


X Sometimes, ſays Dr. Denman, there is only a 22 
5 fr or loathing of the ſtomach, with 4 diſagreeable taſte 
ni the mouth *, AL 
05 0 es the fang, Teuer, P. 8. 
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WF 2 34 more 3 Shows: is 
nauſea without vomiting ©; a Diarrhea 


fetid. The eyes ſparkle; the countenance | 
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laſtly with death, which often cloſes the 
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in the cavity of the abdomen as much as 
two and ſometimes three pints of an ex. 


travaſated fluid, which has been thoug 


* 8 


Nute does not ſeem 10 have followed. invariably P. 
| any certain law With reſpett to the termination of this un 
malady. Both fucceſsful ahd fatal terminations of this s of 


difeaſe -have happened at very different periods. Dr. 
Denman t thinks that the eleventh from the firſt attack | 
f is moſt commonly the day « on which: the patient dies. Ff n 


Dr. Hume obſerved that the diſeaſe? b Hi mortal 


i 


ck; N in one — bern „ WE. ot! 
ROT 5 Thoſe who were affected with this diſeaſe i in n the) year 
1746, died "between tie Mth"and ſeventh 5 after 

; delivery h. Hoi ten uin vill 
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a CIA bi en ; 
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"5 t Lale on the Child-bed Fever, p. 59. 7 
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N and other circumſtances in which the patient is placed; 
+ ond in ſome degree ag on the e conftitution” 
f the ſeaſon. TS. 934 (52 £9 Hh. © 
x 7” 1s „ dificult to conceive * . . 
phyſicians have ſuppoſed that the / extravaſated fluid 
ound in the abdomen after death in the Puerperal Fever, 25 
s of the nature of milk. We cannot ſuppoſe that it has 
*. Peen ſecreted in the glands of the breaſts: if fo, by 
ck hat veſſels was it carried into the abdomen in the form 
) milk, unmixed with other fluids? It is ſuppoſed to 
ave been depoſited in the abdomen in the form of 
nilk, and there to have ſuffered a ſeparation of its parts, 
e cheeſy matter being {: ſaid to appear in the form of 
urd, and leaving a fluid in the” form- or appearance of - 
nclarified whey. But theſe are ideas and expreſſions 


> 
Po crude for ſcientific” men to adopt, being inconſiſtent 
ter ith a Juſt conception of the ſtructure and functions of 


e human body; and have only crept in here from 
of attention, and too eaſy a compliance to vulgar opinions. 
oth os delete has conſidered this matter in a more 
8 Dont of view, in giving an account of the appearances | 
oe Qtion in about forty women whom he had an 
©  Yportunity of inſpecting. Amongſt other appearances 
N obſerves, that the inteftines were inflamed chiefly 
145 the peritonæal coat, adhered in many places, and 
ie mueh inflated. Inflammatory exſudations and 
oy 4 RUM extravaſated in the cavity of the abdomen have 
„ VV been 


divert che humour from falling on the abdo 
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bY feld 3 4 containing flakes of a 
N curd- like matter, many of which. ad ihere 
to the ſurface of the inteſtines. * he 
uterus in a natural ſtate b. 


* 


155 e N obſtinate to 
the efforts of art and reſources of nature 
has conſtantly reſiſted remedies the mol 
judiciouſly employed ; whether they were 
intended to prevent the inflammation, t 


minal viſcera, to recover the natural courk 
of the milk, or, to reſiſt the putrefaQio! 
and procure ſalutary evacuations. Eve 


been found in various quantities; but theſe were in 
leſs degree when the patient had laboured under 
continual purging. Large FLAKEs of coagulable lym 
were found in the cavity. of the abdomen, which ha 
been often miſtaken for diſſolved portions of omentum 
Theſe flakes of coagulable lymph appear to be wt 
me French writers have eg JOE de lait a | 


» In this reſpect there is ſome variety which will 
mentioned afterwards. 1 | 


' ® Fſay on ena Fever, 2d edit. p. "9 wa 0 


25 Ipecacuanha itſelf, which is 
the method of cure here recommended, 
had no more ſucceſs than other remedies, 


„ 


a l en tried to anſwer NP” Jodi 
| - cations, and every thing has-miſcarried: 


; the baſis of 


till by chance M. Doulcet happened to be 


5 preſent at the very moment when a woman | 


newly brought to bed, was attacked with 
the diſeaſe. It commenced with vomiting: 
and M. Doulcet happily ſeizing the indi- 


cation, ordered fifteen grains of Ipeca- 


cuanha to be taken in two doſes, which 


were again repeated the next day. It 
_ ated both by vomit and ſtool, and the 


evacuations were followed with a remark- 


able diminution of all the ſymptoms ; the 


alvine dejections were ſupported with an 


5 dily potion, with the addition of two 


grains of Kermes Mineral; and che N 
Was del. | 


Iuftruted by a ſucceſs fo unexpected, 
M Douleet Py: the —— ok... 


3 the moment of attack, and the neceſſity 
of taking the advantage of it, in order tio 
prevent the obſtruction and tumefaction of 8 


the abdomen from being perfectly formed: 2 
The midwife therefore, to whoſe care the 


% 


lying-in women are committed, was or- 
dered to adminiſter this remedy; and at 

#3 whatever hour of day or night the firſt 

= ſymptoms of attack appeared, ſhe gave 

| Ipecacuanha ; and the ſycceſs was in every 

” inſtance the ſame ;' fo that in four months, 

during which this epidemic diſeaſe raged 
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with fury, near two hundred women were 

ſaved to ſociety, excepting ſive or ſix, 
doo all refuſed to take the vomit, and 
= were victims to their own obſtinacy. On 
opening their bodies the ſame phenomena 
appeared as are mentioned above; which 
left no doubt either of the nature of the- 

15 diſeaſe, or the efficacy of ü the ery: 


The 3 of cure, therefore, eſta- 
liſte at preſent in the Hotel- Dieu, and 


1 


which, has never yet failed of ſucceſh Gnce - 1 
it was applied, conſiſts in taking the 


advantage of the moment of attack, and 
giving, without loſing an inſtant of time, 
flifteen grains of Ipecacuanha in two doſes; 

at the diſtance of an hour and an half from 


each other, and repeating them again the 


next day in the ſame manner, whether the 
violence of the ſymptoms be abated or 


not; and if the diſeaſe ſhould continue 


much the ſame, they are repeated a again 
the third, and even the fourth day, ac- 


cording as the caſe may require. In the 


intervals between the doſes, the effect of 
the Ipecacuanha is kept up by a potion 
compoſed of two ounces of oil of Sweet 


Almonds, one ounce of ſyrup of Marſh- 
Mallows, and two grains of Kermes Mi- 
neral. The common drink is Linſeed Tea, 


or an infuſion of Scorzonera root, edulco- 


rated with ſyrup of Althea; and towards 


= the ſeventh or eighth day of the diſeaſe the 
Ln, * takes a mild purgauve, which is 


02 repeated 
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© pred three or "ei times according 0 5 
== 18 exigency of the caſe. 1 


Iti is "PP "Wong Stefan, that the efficacy 
of this method of cure conſiſts wholly in 


its early application, namely, in the very 


moment when the diſeaſe firſt commences : 
and though experience has ſince taught us ” 
that the loſs of a few be is not always 
irreparable, yet it ſeldom happens that 

; Ipecacuanha has the ſame complete ſuc- 
eeſs when the firſt moment of attack is 
loſt. _ 


It is worthy of remark, that in this 


method of cure, the natural flow of the milk 


to che breaſts does not take place. The 
breaſts do not fill, the milky fluid being 
evacuated by ſtool, and paſſes off with the ; 
bochia, perſpiration, and urine. 


But, of we conſider with attention, the 
phenomena which the diſeaſe and its me- 
| thod 


The moderns have made ſome attempts to elucidate 


3 of cure FIDE Dy, it will evidently _ 
appear to conſiſt in a metaſtaſis of the * 
milk, which falls on the abdominal vi. 
cera at the very moment when it ought 
to flow to the breaſts. This metaſtaſis it is 

„ I'S of. -- 

The dofrine of metaſtaſis is of very ancient date | 
in the ſchools of phyſic, but in many caſes where the 
term is applied, the doctrine is not eafy to be underſtood. 


it, but nothing very ſatisfactory has been yet publiſh 8 ; . 1 


on the ſubject. In general, metaſtaſis ſeems to be little 4 
more than a-term of convenience, comprekending cer- : 


tain appearances in diſeaſe which the practitioner does 
not underſtand. According to the ancients, Metaftafes I 
propre dicitur quando alio morbo quieſcente, tranſlata alis . 
materia, novum morbum excitat. Gorræus. Galen tells 
us that, Proprie morbi metaſtaſis appellatur, quum ex parte 5 
una in alleram, malum migrat. Comm. in aph. Hipp. lib. 
5. aph. 7. This tranſlation of morbific matter was 
ſuppoſed in many inſtances to take place in the mot 
rapid and irregular manner to very diſtant parts of the i 
body, contrary to every known law of the anima! 
economy. I do not mean to deny the poſſibility of 
a metaſtaſis of morbific matter in every caſe wherein 
it has been ſuppoſed to take place, but moſt of the 
phenomena, on which the doctrine of metaſtaſis has 
been founded, may be explained on more rational princi- 
_ ples, by ſuppoſing them to ariſe from the different ſtates, 
and the variations in the action, of the ſolids of the body. 
- oy the time + of geſtation, the uterine veſſels are 
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This malady is neither new nor peculiar. 


\ 
# 


conſiderably enlarged ; they are affected with ſtronger . 
ſtimuli than before that period, and act with 
greater force, ſo that the afflux of fluids to this viſcus 
is now greatly increaſed, in order to anſwer the various | 
_ Purpoſes of nature, After delivery, a change takes 

Place in the action of the ſalids and diſtribution of the 

fluids, of ſeveral parts of the body. The uterine veſſels 
contract and refuſe the uſual quantity of blood deter- 
mined to them. The breaſts begin to feel the influence 
pl a ne and increaſed ſtimulus, announced by throbbing 
mooting pains: the veſſels dilate and become more ca. 
pPacious than before, and the ſtrength of their action 
is increaſed. Hence a greater afflux of fluids to the Je 
part, and large ſecretions are made proportioned to the = 
deſigns and wants of nature. If then, while theſe | 
changes are' taking place in the ſyſtem, a Putrid Fever i 
ſupervene, what are the miſchiefs we may not expect ? N 
and from the paſt and preſent ſtate of the abdominal 
viſcera, we may well ſuppoſe they will be the ſcene of 
the dreadful tragedy. If this be a juſt view of the ſtate 
of the body when the Puerperal Fever uſually com- 
mences, we may eaſily account for all the ſymptoms 
of it, without having recourſe to the obſcure doctrine 
of metaſtaſis, which ill applies in theſe caſes. 


+ 


. „ perfect 


py : - 
0 


* 1 has recorded the Staining of: this 
diſeaſe with ſufficient accuracy to charaRterize it, though | 


he gave it no name. "Theſe ſymptoms, however, are 


not recorded in any regular connected order, as we 
now give the hiſtory of a diſeaſe : ſome of them are 
repeated in different places, but they are all arranged 
under the ſame head, as appertaining to puerperal ſub- 
jects, and are ſuppoſed to ariſe from an obſtruction 9 


the lochia. His account is as follows: 
Si vero ei (puerperæ) non procedat er evenit 


ut eam febris et horror detineat, et uti venter magnus 


levadit. Quod fi eam attigeris totum corpus dolet, pre- 
ripueque ft quis ventrem attigerit ; ſubindeque oris 
rentriculi morſu conflictatur, lumborum dolore vexatur, 
ibi faſtidium adeſt, vigilia et corporis compundtio. 
deinde quinto aut ſeptimo die quandoque venter extur- 
atur, et nigra ſubindeque admodum graveolentia de- 


ittit, et urina qualis aſinina redditur. Quæ ſi ſubeant 


elius illi eſſe videtur, curaque adhibita brevi convaleſcit, 
joquin in periculum veniet ne ei vehemens alvi pro- 
vium ſuccedat, et puerperii purgamenta in occulto 
liteſcant . Pulſus debiles ſunt, interdum vero etiam 


uti, modò elati modo deficientes. Hæc ineunte morbo 
atitur, et fic ſe habet ; procedente autem tempore, cave 
ciei partes rubeſcunt. Quibus ita Habentibus cibos 
ves exhibeto, et ſi quidem turgeat, medicamentum per 
feriora purgans propinato, ſi bilioſa quidem fuerit quod 
lem purget, ſin autem pituitoſa quod pituitam. Poſt 
5 . | "= ha 


18 Jefeription of” it in 4 book De 
bs Mulierum'. Wallis publiſhed a e 24 | 
* | 


43 1 6 Macy 6f f it in 50 laſt Ae 125 * {that 
. dwell on Ty: different authors: who 
r „%%% uy. 1 5 have 
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= kink uteris n 0 3 et interdiu 
— _emolliens in ſubdititio apponendum.—At fi venter el 
* E- non exturbetur, neque purgatio ſponte prodeat; neque 
= ei cito convenientia adhibeantur remedia, tempus autem 
procedat, a multis commemoratis affligetur, quibus ac- 
cedet ut in periculum veniat ne velut plumbum liveſcat 
et in aquam intercutem incidat. Pereunt autem aliæ, 
dlio tempore, pro ut corpus et affebtio ſe habet. 
This account agrees in every article with the modern 
kiſtaries of. the Puerpes Fever; and is a convincing 
proof of the attention and accuracy of this great many 
the juflly eſteemed father of medicine, and of the 
uniformiry of che e of nature in n, age of 
FR me | 4 


1 „ Willis was hooks in Willire in x the ink Gas, and 

died in London in 1675. He ſtudied in Oxford, where 
| he took a--doftor's degree in 1660. He acquired con. 
| fiderable'fame, both at home and abroad, by his Cerehri 
Anulus er Neruorum dgſc riptio et iſus, which he pub: 
ted in 1664, and was the firſt who gave a moderately 
aceurateaccount of the ſtrufture of the brain and ner 
vous ſyſtem. He was deemed an unſucceſsful pradt 


A : We tioner, if we. may give credit to an anecdote recorde : 
.f Charles the ſecond, whouſed to ſay, laughing, Thaliff | 
Willis had robbed him of: more ſubjeRs than the army | 
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without entering into a particular account 


of the diſeaſe ; but paſs on to more recent 


Was almoſt always unſucceſsful. 


the ſame time in the capital v. 


dates. M. Col-de Villars and Fontaine 
ſaw it in the year 1746 in the Hotel-Dieu, 
and M. Ant. de Juſſieu treated of it at 
M. Pouteau 

obſerved 


* Febribus he treats de ot e He cally 


- the Puerperal Fever of latter writers a Febris Putridaz 


p- 127, and ſays that he had known purple ſpots appear 


in ſome caſes; nou: in quibuſdam maculas purpureas ap- hs 
paruſſe, p. 129. He acknowledges that this Fever was 


in general fatal, and ſeems to give the hiſtory of a few 
caſes with ſome reluctance, as the method of treatment 
But this was not pe- 
culiar to the practice of Dr. Willis, the moderns till 


5 nely having had no better ſucceſs, 


= Antoine de Ju en is ſaid to have been the firſt in 
France who obſerved this TIES. in the winter of Us | 
* 1746 *. | 

This celebrated phyſician was. born at 170 1 In the 


| year 1686, and died in 1738. He was admitted of the 


faculty of Paris in 1712, and was afterwards profeffor 
of botany at the king's garden. In 1718 he made ſome 
uſeful diſcoveries on the effefts of fimarouba in the 


 Dyſentery, which was very frequent that year at : Paris, 


* Vi. de U Acad, des Sciences Loc, Citato, 


D anq 


TM 


PT 18 21 

0 tered: the Tanks diſcaſe:3 in 1750 i in the 
Hotel-Dieu of Lyons; he gave a deſcrip- 
tion of it in his Melanges de Chirurgie. We 
read fimilar obſervations concerning it, 
in the works of Peu, Puzos, Levret, and 
many others. But within theſe few years 
the Engliſh have entered into a more par- 
ticular inquiry concerning it. This diſeaſe 
was epidemic in London and ſeveral parts 
of England in 1768 and following years, 
where the phyſicians gave it the name of 
the Puerperal Fever n. It is deſcribed at 
large in the works of Denman, Johnſon, 
Millar, Manning, Home, Kerkland, and 
Butler, and more particularly i in the works 


and had i in moſt caſes reſiſted the effects of Ippecacuanha, 


EL which was firſt recommended, and much celebrated in 


the Dyſentery by Helvetius. A detail of theſe experiments 
is inſerted in the memoirs of the academy of ſciences for 
the years 1729 and 1731. He became famous for his 
knowledge of botany, and publiſhed ſeveral uſeful 
pieces on that ſubject. Eloy. 


= Dr. Strother in his Crilicon Febrium, about the year 
1716, was the firſt, according to Dr. Hulme, who gave 
this Fever the 1 name of the Puerperal Fever. 


of 


19 2 


of White, Hulme, and Leaks: an laftly' in 
e learned diſſertations publiſhed at Edin- 
burgh by Johnſtone and Slaughter. To 
what theſe authors have ſaid we ſhall join 
ſome obſervations which have been com- 
municated to us, and which, in 1777, were 


entered in the regiſters of the | Prima 


Menſis of the faculty of medicine of Paris 
by M. Sigault, who had obſerved and 
treated this diſeaſe at the ſame time that 
en the firſt of every month, twelve doctors, milk. 
bers af the college, or faculty of Paris, are called toge- 


ther, to give BE account of the reigning diſeaſes of the 
preceding month, and to communicate ſuch obſervations *' 


as they may deem worthy of notice. This meeting is 


called Prima Menſis, as being held the firſt day of every 
month. In the time of any epidemic diſeaſe which is 
alarming to the public, or which has any thing pecu- 
liar in its character, theſe obſervations are ſomeumes 

publiſhed. I | 
I!: is to be lamented that the college bf London, ala ; 
indeed all the Licentiates at large, da not form a fimilar 

eſtabliſhment for the ſame. puryoſcs. It would be a ſin- 
"gular advantage to the younger, part of the faculty, and 
is in ſome meaſure neceſſary in a metropolis: like this, 
| where fo many perſons are allowed to prattife who | 


have never had any medical Academical amen, nor 0 


_ a degree | in medicine. 


1 - : a 


k e 
M. Solier was a witneſs of its ravages in 
the Hotel-Dieu of Paris, and committed ; 
| his obſervations to the ſame collection. 
M. Doublet has like wiſe commünicated to 
the faculty of Paris, many facts of the 
 Jame. nature, which he obſerved in the 
Hoſpice * de Vaugirard from the month 
of November 1781 to the preſent time: 
and M. de la Roche, a phyſician of Ge- 
ne va, has juſt read to the Royal Society 
of Medicine, a very learned work on the 
Puerperal Fever, which he had an oppor- | 
unity of Te in his own country. 


11. we compare "eh deferiptions * theſe 
writers with that of the ſame diſeaſe, as ©. 
I appeared in the Hotel-Dieu of Paris, we 
ſhall find in them all, as well as in this, 
that there was a ſudden attack, a painful I 
tumefaction of the lower region of the 
belly accompanied vith Fever on the days l 


* Hoſpice i is a kind of hoſpital, vertu to che | 
reception 4 ſtrangers. 5 


immediacly 
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immediately following delivery; in all, the 
diſeaſe is obſerved to be dangerous, rapid, 
and extremely fatal; often epidemie, and 
| ſometime contagious; in every deſcrip- 
tion a Diarrhæa is obſerved to attend 
ſooner or later 4; but the ſtate of the 
lochia, the ſecretion of the milk, the or- 
gans affected, the ſtate of the pulſe and 
ſtrength, and che appearance of the fluids 
_ evacuated, are not in every account the 


fame. e 


5 Al agree that the lochia ſometimes flow 
freely to the end of the diſeaſe ; but they 
ate often obſerved to be diminiſhed, or 


2 The looſeneſs ſometimes comes on immediately, at 


others, when the diſeaſe hath continued three or four 
days; but it conſtantly attends, and cannot be removed 
without the greateſt e as well as een * the 


termination of the diſeaſe cx & 5 


1 never ſaw this Fever pes with any e af 5 
lence, ſays Dr. Leake, but on was ane . _ 
an obſtinate Diarrhza+. | 


OO # 0 on the Puerp. Fever, p. 2 
+ Leale on ai Chili. bel Fever, p. 4 — 
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y ſuppreſſed, ſo chat ſome Papen 


have conſidered this ſuppreſſion as the 
cauſe of the diſeaſe"; But the Engliſh 


authors in particular do not regard this 


ſymptom as univerſal, It is however true 
in general, chat this function is always 


more or leſs altered from its natural 3 


and if we confider, that, in this diſeaſe if 

the year 1746, and in the Hotel- Dieu 
ſince 1774, and again -t Vaugirard, as 
obſerved by M. Doublet, the breaſts were 


conſtantly empty and flaccid, and that the 
belly began to ſwell, and obſtructions to 
be formed at the very moment when the 
breaſts ought to have filled with milk, we 


This was the general opinion of phyſicians till the 
year 1746, when this Fever began to be more particularly 
attended to. Nor are phyſicians unanimous on this 


head at preſent. Van Swieten, though he allows that a 


derangement of the ſecretion of the milk, and a tranſ- 
lation of the lacteous matter on ſome viſcus may produce 
; the Puerperal Fever, yet he admits with Boerhaave, 
that a ſuppreſſion of the lockia is alſo ſometimes a cauſe 
of 1 it ®, See note 8. 
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rangement of the natural ſecretion of this 
fluid is not the principal cauſe of theſe 
kinds of morbid affections ' The obſer- 


vations 


; a+ 


* This is the opinion of the French writers in general, 
and we muſt confeſs it has great appearance of pro- 
bability ; but on further conſideration, I apprehend, we 


| ſhall find ſufficient reaſon to diſſent from them, and from 


the learned phylſicials. 


who have drawn up this Report. 


It is very juſtly obſerved below, that in every deſcrip- 


tion of this fatal diſeaſe, it uniformly appears, either 
as an inflammatory or as a putrid Fever. We find 


* 


likewiſe from diſſections, that in ſome caſes the uterus 
is affefted with phlegmonous inflammation; in others 


it is found in its natural ſtate. It is further remarkable 
in the accounts of this diſeaſe, that when it has appeared 
in its inflammatory character, the uterus has been found 


affected with inflammation, and when it has aſſumed 
its putrid form, the uterus was in its natural ſtate; from 


which we may juſtly conclude, that the inflammatory 


Puerperal Fever is generally, if not conſtantly, owing to 
an inflammation of the uterus ; but when it appears as a 


putrid diſeaſe, it is owing to very different cauſes. 


When the diſeaſe ariſes from an inflammatory ſlate 

of the uterus, the lochial diſcharge will of -courſe be 
deranged, if not totally ſuppreſſed ; but this ought not 
to be conſidered as a cauſe of the diſeaſe, but in this 


caſe as an effect of local inflammation. 


An e of the uterus may be produced by 


various 
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4 vations hich M. Doublet has been 4 


kind as to communicate to us, ſeem to 
prove 


o ä 


various cauſes: if it has been injured or hurt in delivery, 
if the efforts to dilate the os internum have been too 


violent, if the placenta has been ſeparated too haſtily _ 
and roughly, or if the belly has been bound too tight 
after delivery, an inflammation will ſometimes take 
place, eſpecially in women of ſtrong robuſt habits, whoſe 
fibres are tenſe, and the action of the ſolids is vigorous 


and ſtrong; for women of this character are ſooner 
affected with inflammation in theſe circumſtances than 
thoſe of weak and lax habits of body. 

The putrid Puerperal Fever has all the . cha · 


radters of the Putrid Fever, the Typhus of Dr. Cullen. 


The heat is not violent; the pulſe is ſmall, weak, and 


quick; there is a ſudden and great proftration of ſtrength; 


and the matters evacuated are highly fœtid. Theſe: are 


| likewiſe the leading features and characteriſtic ſymptoms 


of the Putrid Fever. Dr. Cullen gives the following 
character of the Typhus : Calor parum auftus ; pulſus 


 debilis, parvus, plerumque freguens; ſenſorii fundiones 


plurimum turbatæ; to which we may add from Sauvages, 


 artubus interea maxime proſtratis. This diſeaſe, like the Pu- 


trid Fever, is often epidemic and contagious; it is moſt fre- 


quent and fatal in hoſpitals, in cloſe confined and crouded 
ſituations where the air is foul; it is increaſed by every 


thing which tends to generate a putrid miaſma ; from 
which I think we may conclude, that it is, in its eſſential 
character, a Putrid Fever, and all the ſingularities 

wherein 
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7 the affirmative. This phyſi cian has 
nente, * many nurſes, in the 


4 74 8 „% ; Ig 95 | N 


| wherein it-ſeems to differ from it, may eaſily be accounted | 


for from the ſtate and condition of the patients. 
We cannot wonder that weak and delicate women, 
immediately. after delivery, ſhould be eaſily affected by 


morbific cauſes, which tend to induce debility and pu- 
reſcency on the ſyſtem. They are already much 


weakened, the body is in a ſtate of great irritation, and 


their minds are naturally anxious from the nature of their 
ſituation. They are diſpoſed therefore to be affected 
by ſuch morbific cauſes, as would, at another tune, F. 


duce little or no effect. | 
In this ſtate of morbid debility and en the 
aliens of the ſyſtem are performed with great irregula- 


_ rity. We often find in the Low, Nervous, and Putrid 
Fever, partial heats, irregular pulſations of the arteries, 
and wandering pains, ariſing from ſpaſmodie ſtrictures, 


particularly in membranous parts, in which inflamma - 


tion is frequently produced, which however is rather 


of the eryſipelatous than phlegmonous kind: congeſtions 


are often formed in particular parts, which increaſe in 
proportion as the ſtrength is diminiſhed: the ſecretions 


are greatly altered from their natural ſtate, ſome being 


ſuppreſſed, and others preternaturally increaſed. When 


this ſtate of the body takes place, as in the Puerperal 


Fever, at the very moment when the milk ought to be 
determined to the breaſts, it is impoſſible that this 


| glandular ſecretion ſhould not be greatly deranged, if 
not wholly ſuſpended. 


From this aceount then of what . happens in theſe 
E Fevers, 
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tion of the milk bad been deranged: by 


Fevers, it appears that the tranſlation of what Tow been 
called lacteous matter on the abdominal vifeera, and 


likewiſe the inflammation of the inteſtines and omentum 
found after death, are to be conſidered rather as dhe 


effects than the cauſes of this Fever. 
Many reaſons offer why a derangement of the Wersten 
of the milk cannot be admitted as the cauſe of the Puer · 


- peral Fever; but theſe cannot be enlarged upon in the 
form of a note. I ſhall however mention one, founded 
on obſervation : Tt is obſerved in this Report, that M.. 


Doublet had ſeen the true Puerperal Fever terminated | 
by an univerſal lacteous s ſwelling, which he calls a Lafeous 
Anaſarca, Here then the Puerperal Fever was termi- 
nated, and a morbid depoſition bf what is thought to be 


a lateous matter left in the body, which produced a new 
diſeaſe. Several caſes are mentioned of a depoſition 


of a ſimilar matter on different parts of the body, in the 
Journal de Medecine, tom. 1, Van. 1754, tom. 12, p. 56, 
261d. p. 153, tom. 21, p. 112, &c. But in all theſe 


caſes where the diſeaſe aroſe from a ſimple depoſition 


of a ſerous or lacteous matter, whether it was diffuſed 


through the cellular membrane, or fell upon ſome 5 


particular organ or part of the body, it was a chronic 
diſeaſe, a ſpecies of Dropſy, attended with a flow con- 


tinued Fever and a waſte of the other parts. Nor can 


we eaſily conceive that a depoſition of ſuch a fluid, 
conſidered in itſelf, can produce any other diſeaſe than 


. Th little reflection libewile will convince us, that 


3 ĩðͥL TITEL (SET $0097 a2 Fl 2.2295 e the. 
* Fe 
acted ! 
- 
* i 


1 te hd 


| \ 
t 
t 
0 
| 
C 
[ 


N 5 . — 


IM N * _ 
IM 3 „ 
5 3 1 22 FT 5 ** ” (3 4 
LS) 4 7 1 +, Sel IO . 2-44 9 
. 3 1 W Fr dk bh ys F "= Mn a IBF Sts e 3 3 Ws 2 
IS, o EE 25 a 3 ä N Ss 7 6 
Pkg. x * N 9 e ** * + 1 7 7, 49 2 LA F 7 . - 2 
„ bi 9 2 4 . A N 15 - F.2J * a # L Tag ay 4 : «2 
Fang * 8 $ EY FRY „ R | * N 535 72 
3 7 WS * 7 5 « 4 « * c C -- . r - 2 * 
58 wt * Fd. 7 < $ rk fo 5 * Pi” 1 g 2 : n 8 # . 5 a . , - 2 Y 4 4 y 
oy ts Tot : - y < p , 4 r 2 
r £2 4 * . . J 88 
FE . - = ” 7 ba. 
”; fo p $44, 4 . ' 4 +. 
9 1 , ep | a : * „ 
2 2 9 ” 5 ; * 3 E: . = 
Wh Wt ; -, RS 
n As 7 N 4 »A # 1 3 
55 . . . : < 4 * 
W * : | p . 4.48 
8 Ys ; fo . 4 a : 27 . : |, Bay 
3 ! 
$2 "4 " : * 4 * 
1 * * 4 4 
4 . — N 
8 
i | vt, ex : 
. tome acei en 
5 i * 
10 
7 | the lo of th b ly ied, - 
8 bl F 
- . ; | : | | | | with 
* * 4 J N F 1 | 
4 R _ W 7 f 
a . 4 "6 : 
, # 


the derangement of the ſecretion of the milk in the 
firſt inſtance, muſt ariſe from ſome cauſe already exiſting 
in the body. This cauſe appears to be no other than 
ſpaſmodic ſtrictures aſſecting the lacteal ſyſtem, and 
occalioned by the Puerperal Fever itſelf. The derange: 


2 ment of the ſecretion of the milk therefore, and a mor- 
Wh bid tranſlation of a ſerous humour to ſome viſcus, are 
. not the cauſes but the effects of this Fever. . 
. Ihe Puerperal Fever has frequently the characters of 
4 the [ynochus of Dr. Cullen; that is, in its commence- 

mant it is attended with ſymptoms of inflammation : 
o theſe, however, foon go off, and it aſſumes its true 


- }Þf charatter, that of a Putrid Fever. It is in this caſe that 
0 * phyſicians have been ſo much divided in opinion con- 
© cerning the uſe of the lancet. There is certainly no | 
1 'ÞÞ diſeaſe that requires more mature judgment to direct 
F the uſe of it, than this. In London, and I apprehend 
* in all large cities, the /ynochus is met with much more 
2 frequently in common practice, than a true inflammatory 
4 Fever. The firſt appearances of this diſeaſe, are apt to 
1 deceive the incautious and unexperienced praftitioner, 
* who does not foreſee the great debility that will ſoon 
© axe place. I am perſuaded, from what 1 have ſeen, 
T2 that great miſchief is frequently done by bleeding in the 


> commencement of this F ever; and the effects muſt ſtill 
, be worſe in the Puerperal Fever, where the ſubſequent 
r debility is often much greater. Levret obſerves, apho- 
1 riſm 995. chat he had never ſeen one woman eſcape 
Rs EP - 2 after 


* 2 — — 
1 4 t cow” 
— — 5 —5 — " — 2 — - 5 
* — — 0 — 7 — — 
—— 2 Nc —— — — — 2 2 2 
— = 2 WC — — —— wp 


— n = 
—— — — . 
— — 
. 
—— — - a 
. 


— — — = — 9g 8 —_ 
* — * r = * 8 * 6 1 
- * 9 4 " 9 9 1 a 
an." - aa Cs ora — — = - —_ 2 
5 5 0 ; | 2 bs — 2 | = 
—— — — — —— — N c 2 Ev - 
_ SIE 2 N ty - — — — 4 * — 2 — * . — EEE II EE 2 — 4 
— — * — — — 22 * RI = — 
— l — oe” = : . 6 3 — . 1 N — — : b he \ 
n Py FL * 4 K ** - * — * . * * > ae r RN N r . nn > x FR \ \ 
* N ? Oy A * ae LIFT. . 7 25 r LX 2 N , Es 7 7 a 212 * . „„ So REO 2 CS 3 
& 4 RA . ; 7 - 2, "NY 9 x II n © 8" Cr 
: * ; | . N Sar Wee VT III OI ot 
' * : : . ** > „ STATS; NO ERIN Re, 3 . 1 7 1 
8 - > . 9 5 * Se IT CCC 
k ” Z 0 / w_ \ 7 n : 4 


— "> 
— — 
ts rn —— 
- — 1 
hs tal 


with he "huts" Spas aki! ths e 1 
dangers as in the Puerperal Fever, though 


this ſhould happen many weeks aſter de- 
livery. He wakes a general diviſion of 


the Puerperal Fevers. which he had ſeen, 


Into three ſpecies. The firſt he calls Ephe- 


mere, which are of little conſequence, 
and which take place within the firſt 
twenty. four hours aſter delivery. Theſe 


only conſiſt in a painful but tranſient 
tume faction of the belly, and which at firſt 


threatens a metaſtaſis on the lower part 
of the abdomen ; ; and is accompanied with 
Fever, which however ſoon goes off, and 


yields to the natural flow of the milk which 
| diſſpates all the ſymptoms. M. Doublet 


after bleeding; and Van swieten gives a caution Which 


is equally applicable to the Hnochus | in common prac- 
tice, as to the Puerperal Fever, and which every prac- 


7 titioner in the treatment of theſe Fevers ought conſtantly 
4. to keep 1 in view. Ergo patet, ſays he, non facile i in Puer- 


perio Venam fecandam e, nife urgens neceſſtatas_ indicet 


kane evacuationem *, 


See alſo White on | the | Management of Pregnant and 
Wing n Women, p. 219, et ſeq. 
* Comm, in . Beerks tom. 4 P. 634+ 
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= "A this firſt ſpecies to ths flownefs by i 2 8 I 
with which the milk is determined to the 
breaſts. The ſecond ſpecies is the Puer- | 
peral Fever, properly ſo called, the Puer- 
feral Fever of Authors. This takes place 
when the breaſts do not fill with milk, but 

a metaſtaſis of it falls on the lower part of 
the belly. The third ſpecies, he calls the 
flow or late Puerperal Fever. This is the 
Fever which nurſes are ſubject to, when the 


milk quits the breaſts in which it had before 
been properly ſecreted, and falls on the 


abdominal cavity with all the ſymptoms 
of the Fevers of the ſecond ſpecies. To 


theſe obſervations we ſhall yet add, that 


M. Doublet has ſeen the true Puerperal 
Fever terminated ſometimes by an univer- 
ſal white anaſarcous ſwelling, which he 
calls a lacteous ana/arca; ſometimes by an 

eruption of the like nature; by profuſe 
ſweats; by urine loaded with a conſiderable 
luacteous ſediment, which continues to ſepas 
rate from it a long time after the diſeaſe 
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i removed; and laſtly, in ſome patients there 
z q a mixed criſis, compoſed of a Diarra. 
. and — of the forginiemioned' excretions. 
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| Diſſections have W eb 


- the organs affected, the re is conſiderable dif- 
| ference in different ſubjects. Drs. Leake and p 
Hulme have almoſt always tound the omen= 
tum inflamed, ſuppurated, and even fallen in 
to the hypogaſtric region; the inteſtines were 

| likewiſe inflamed, and the uterus unaffected; 
from which they have concluded that this 
diſeaſe does not ariſe primarily from the af · 


fe&ion of this organ. Johnſon and John- 
ſtone, on the contrary, have ſeen the ute- 
rus inflamed; and the obſervations of Pous 


teau ſeem to agree with their remarks, In 


the obſervations of 1746, the inteſtines and 
uterus are both ſaid to have been affected, 


eſpecially the uterus, in which the ovaria 
in ſome ſubjects appeared in a ſtate of 


ſuppuration. In the obſervations of M. 


Doulcet the uterus was conſtantly unaf- 


fected, 


" 
x20 


e age cha 3 


1 the abdomen, it is obſervable, that this. 


cheeſy ſubſtance which was deſcnbed in 
the obſervations of 1746, and in thoſe 
made ſince the year 1774, as a. true 


| curdled milk * has been conſidered by others 5 


as a true purulent matter: it was under 
this appearance, that M. de la Roche ſaw 


it at Geneva. But when the diſeaſe is not 5 


very rapid, and continues longer than it 
did in the Hotel- Dieu, this matter may 


perhaps have ſuffered ſome alteration from 


ſtagnation, which may ſo far have changed 
it as to alter its uſual appearance. 


— 


But, without entering into long diſeuſ- 


ſions on this ſubject, which would require 


deeper reſearches than the time and limits 
of this Report will permit, we will content 
ourſelves with. obſerving, that all the de- : 
* See page 7, note g. 
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ſeriptions 


ecte . ended: to- have: lifered EY EE. 
| Find ofa alteration. i orb) > 5 
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=_ criptions 0 lt b this Uiſeale, which 1 
=: are numerous, preſent it under 6 FIT x | 
ipal characters; that is, as an highly i in- 
E faimmatory, and as a putrid diſeaſe. The 
f inflammation is announced by ( the e tenſion . 
and pain of the belly; and the putridity is 
evidently marked by the weakneſs and 
ſmallneſs of the pulſe, the proſtration of 
ſtrength, and the exceſſively ſœtid evacua- 
1 tions. The more the putrid character pre- 1 
veils, the more rapid and dangerous the |". 
| 3 „ diſeaſe appears in general. The obſerva- 
tions (of. Johnſon, Johnſtone; and De la 
Roche, repreſent it as being more of an 
inflammatory nature, and at the ſame time 2D 
Act ſo alarming; thoſe of White, Leake, th 
and Slaughter, as che moſt putrid and the I, 
= moſt fatal diſeaſe. Of four women who: 71 
were attacked with this diſeaſe in che Hoſ. W a; 
IM pice de Vaugirard, three had a weak pulſe, an 
Xp remarkable proſtration of ſtrength, and ex - N cu 
tremely ſctid evacuations; and all three 
Ged. The fourth was mere robuſt, and 1 
1 2 155 the 67 
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cuants, hea tang and tonics *. We ſhall 


the Wicks” were 5 Tens as to require 


= feveral bleedings, and ſhe was the only, 
one Who happily recovered. This proſtra- . 


ion of ſtrength. therefore, which charac- 
teriſes the putridity, i is one of the worlt 
ſigns of this diſeaſe. It is chiefly i in hoſ- 
pitals that it aſſumes this character, and it 
has no where been either ſo rapid or ſo ge. 


nerally fatal as in the Hotel-Dieu, for ſome 
years paſt. Does it in theſe caſes partake | | 


of the nature; of the Hoſpital F. ever! ? This 


| is =o ſentiment of Mr. White. 


It is on this nhaptlcativh of N 


and inflammation, differently modified; that 


the various methods of cure, hitherto re- 


commended by authors, in general depend. 
This variety has conſiſted chiefly in the 


different combination of bleeding with the 


antiphlogiſtic regimen, and the uſe of eva- 


” 151 is of the otmoſt i importance in the cure of this diſeaſe, 
to 5 diſtinguiſh between the true NIN and the pu- 
'E + "TOP 


. 


| yo 1 1 95 
not enter into a detail of any « one + mel 1661 We 


5 diſeaſe. We ſhall obſerve, howeve . chat 
the phyſicians who have ſeen the diſeaſe in 


NF 


None is general, and the choice can only 
be determined by the circumſtances of the 


its putrid character, are thoſe who have 


approached the neareſt to the method of 8 
cure of M. Doulcet. We find emetics and thoe 


erid 8 Rue In the former, a Pannen 185 of 92 
the lancet will doubtleſs be of uſe; whilſt in the latter, 5 
it will generally be attended with the moſt fatal conſe- dia 


: quences. The latter likewiſe, is that which moſt fre- 0 
; quently occurs; and it is but juſtice to acknowledge, | ®* 


that Dr. Denman was the firſt wha pointed out a more ſen 
ſucceſsful method of cure than any which had been in der 
uſe before his time. There is indeed but little difference 1 


between his method of cure and that recommended in Ke 
this Report of M. Doulcet's Memoir, except that he lie 
made uſe of Tartar Emetic in the commencement of the 
diſeaſe inſtead of Ipecacuanha, which he gave in the laſt 


ſtage of it, combined with Confectio. Damocratis, when 


perceive the importance of the moment of attack, which 
accident ſeems to have diſcovered. —The ingenious Mr. 


White of Mancheſter has, perhaps, made the greateſt 


W037 
ch 
Sa 
the ſtools continued too frequent. He did not, however, ar 
ty 
ex 
C 


improvements in the methodus medendi of this Fever, of 


any writer ſince the publication of Dr. 0 s Eſſay * 
in 1768. 1 FR, 


purgatives 


4 


* Laubes as in the commencement 
bly fr the diſeaſe, in the works of Denman, 5 


the ning, Leake, White, and Slaughter, 


bind | FR 
Mr. Whit by and Dr. Denman eſpecially, 


90 


nd thod of treating the Puerperal Fever. 


If the patient is troubled with pains in her head, back, 
of Jer loins, attended with a ſwelling, pain, and tenſeneſs 


in the lower part of the abdomen, a nauſea, vomiting, 


iſe. diarrhea, &c. it is neceſſary to give her a gentle emetic, 
fre. | confilting either of Ipecacuanha in ſubſtance, or of ſome 


antimonial preparation; Emetic Tartar, for inſtance, Eſ- 


ore =” of Antimony, Antimonial Wine, or James's Pow- 
in The doſe ſhould be repeated once or twice a day, 
-” often as is found neceſſary to cleanſe the ſtomach, 
in || &c*.—lf the patient be coſtive, or have a teneſmus, emol 
he || lent clyſters ſhould. be frequently injected, but not too 
the warm\. —So ſoon as the ſtomach and bowels have diſ- 
aſt charged their morbific- contents, Spiritus Mindereri, or 
f Salt of Wormwood, neutralized with the j juice of lemons, 
may be given in draughtst.—If notwithſtanding the uſe 


ch af theſe medicines, a nauſea and vomiting ſhould col” 
ir © tinue, he orders half a drachm of Columbo root, or its 


eſt extract, or a. few ſpoonfuls .of the . infuſion of It}. , pe f | 
of | Cough and difficulty of breathing is ſometimes relieved 


ay * Freatiſe on Management Tre. and Lying-in Woyen, p. x99. FR 201, 5 


+ . P- 202. 1 V. p. 208. 
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65 obſervations of M. Doublet. 


init 


% The -Fellowing. is a ſhort view of Mr. White's me- ö 


—_ in6ſt © on x the 5 oC e not © Of #f 
EY 5 given i in the firſt ages, but repeated | few 
8 ral times, and even continued as 1 
—_— : | 8 the ſymptoms ſeem LO. reſiſt the action 0 ; 
| = the remedies ; ; and M. Sigault has obſerv- 
= ; ed, that Tartar Emetic and Ipecacuanha 
. — 4 recovered the milk to the breaſts, 


: Nope the Diarrhea, and re-eſtabliſhed. the 


dS om grains of 1 + 2 paing of the 
fide by the Senegal rattle-ſnake root*. When the dif. 
_ eaſe is upon the decline, he recommends Bark and acid 
Elixir of Vitriol with Pyrmont and Seltzer water. He 
© obſerves that Nitre is very improper in this Fever, and in 
all diſeaſes where putrid bile abounds; and that . bliſters 
are diſapproved of by almoſt all writers on this ſubject, 
on account of the ſtimulus they occaſion in the bladder 
and nterus ||. He expreſſes great doubts concerning the 
utility of bleeding in the Puerperal Fever, without the 
moſt preſſing neceſſity, as he conſiders the diſeaſe almoſt 
always attended, ſooner or later, with ſymptoms of pu- 
treſcency}. Theſe direłtions are accompanied with many 
uſeful remarks. worthy the reader's conſideration: and I 
muſt confeſs that, when the firſt moments of attack have 
been laſt, and the method praftiſed in the Hotel-. Dieu of 
Paris cannot be adopted, I think the directions laid down 
by Mr. White, ee which are W i to be at- 
tended with n tel, a | 
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of theſe laſt · mentioned phyſicians likewiſe 


thorn us, that thoſe who have ordered vo- 
mits, have had the moſt ſucceſs: in the 
cure of the putrid Puerperal Fever, the 
- earlier they, have given them in "the; dil. 
eaſe. 


The method a. 1 18 lire recom- 
El. e ought to be employed before the 
ed obſtruction in the abdomen be perfectly 
formed and fixed *. Will i it anſwer i in every 
caſe of Puerperal Fever? Will it prevent 3 
the inflammatory and ardent Puerperal fe- 3 


ver, as well as chat which is complicated *" 
RN There c can be no doubt but an emetic given in the 3 q 
very moment of attack muſt be attended with the belt 45 
conſequences. An emetic not only empties the prima T4 
di of their putrid ſ. ordes, but alſo relaxes all the capil- ”_ 
lary veſſels, and promotes a more equable circulation w_ 


of the fluids through them ; and by preventing them from 3 4 
being affected with ſpaſm, it will, i in a great meaſure, pre- 3 $ 1 | 
vent the progreſs of the Fever, the derangement. of th bs 
ſecretion of the milk, and thoſe congeſtions and local = 
inſlammations which would en unavoidably take =_ 
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5 Does Ipecacuanha claim a preference % 
F F 8 Al * other emetics*? Theſe are __ 


ever this may be, it is certain; that Og 


the cure of a diſeaſe ſo rapid in its pro- 
greſs, and ſo fatal 1 in its effects, as that in 
the Hotel-Dieu; which left fo little time 


for mn, 8 ſo lille 11 to the 
ks, Nee Go 1 Hula 1 that an emetic 
would have the ſame good effect in the commencement 


of the inflammatory Puerperal Fever, as it has in the 
putrid; if given to excite conſiderable vomiting, I ſhould, 
expect it would rather do miſchief. Small doſes of Tar- 
tar Emetic given at proper intervals, and, in the inters. 


mediate hours the ſaline draughts of Riverius, together 


with the antiphlogiftic regimen, fomentations, emollient 
cataplaſms, and cooling clyſters, have been attended with 


the een ſucceſs 3 W theſe TO, 


Some have preferred Tartar Emeut as ading : more 


| quickly than Ipecacuanha; but the latter ſeems moſt | 
preferable, unleſs the Tartar Emetic could always be pre- 


pared of one uniform degree of ſtrength. It is, however, 


juſtly obſerved, that theſe are que ſtions on eee _— 


rience alone can decide with Cw 5 1 
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4 tho e uncommon phœnomena Whikhanakes a ; 4 
Y £4 eee in medicine; and the ſervice ren- 1 
ie 3 T'co lajman re et der uch ked's f 5 | g 
; _ ſufferings, ought for ever to render ho- 
| 1 nourable the memory of a modeſt and os 1 
Þ virtuous citizen, whom a premature death 4 
| has lately robbed of the teſtimony of a 
© grateful public. Signed _ 
D Lassonsg, Maupu yr, 
„  Georrroy, Vicgo-DAzvs, 
Le JeanRoY, 
OD. HALLE, 
1 certiſy that this Report, made by order 0 
* _ government, of a Memoir containing the me. 
tod employed in the treatment of the R 2 
. peral Fever, by tie late M. DoulcEr, Doctor 1 
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